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Excerpt of pertinent information : Joseph Lime DARNAND: Subject
was handed over to the French D.S.M. in Milan on 27 June 45. Born 19 March 1897
at Coligny. Address: 64, 0 ue Octave FeuiLlet, Faris 16.
Occupation: Secretary of tate for the Interior under Vichy government.
Arrested by 421 FSS on 25 June 45, near Edole, Prov. of Sondrio (Italy). The
interrogation was confined to establishing DARNAND t s movements from leaving
France to the date of his capture, with a final paragraph on his intentions had he
not been captured 	  DANNAND left France about 25 Aug. 44 and went
to peffort with the rest of the Vichy Government. During Sept. 44 he was successively
at uolmar, Millhouse and Strassbourg. In Oct. 44 he went to Ulm with the Vichy Govt.
and Militia. There he stayed until about 15 Jan. 45 where the Militai carried out
military training with about 3500 men. About 15 Jan. 45 DARNAND went to the
seat of the Vichy Govt. at Sigmaringen where he remained until the end of March.
After that date he came tojfilan, via, Bolzano with about 600 men of the Premier
Batallion de Marche de la xranc Garde. His reasons for coming to Italy he gave
as follows; (a) DARNAND as on bad terms with the German Military authorities,
particularly the SS because they wished to take away from the Militia-it's.Fiench
character and make it a mere mercenary unit. He thought that he would get on
better with the Italians, because most of his men came room the south df France.
(b) He did net wish te be caught by the Russians in Germany:DARNAND, 	  spent
about three weeks iniMNIan, again training 	  About 20 April 45, DARNAND
took over Tirane and Grosseto. At areal° they were attacked by Partisans and.. 	
DARNAND agreed to surrender if (a) Military honours were paid to his troops.(b)
he were allowed to address them publicly (c) their transport were left them so
that they might reach Switzerland. DARNAND I s troops always behaved themselves well
whild in Tirano. From 25 Apr. 45 to about 15 May 45, DARNAND and his men remained
in more or less open arrest in Tirano, being well treated by the partisans, who
seem to have had considerable respect for the batallion. After part of the men
had been evacuated, DAHNAND and the remainder thought that they would be allowed
to stay beCause the partisans had asked the "Allied Authorities" that the French be
allowed ty . stay becauseltte4prbT.couldWINAilrthe village of Vervist 	
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When, however, about the 15 of May, DARNAND saw that they too, would be evacuated
He left Tirane. For a fortnight he was hidden in various houses in the neighborhood.
(DARNAND refuses to betray those who sheltered him during this period). It is
not thought, however, that they were necessarily of Fascist tendeniies since,
as it was mentioned before that his men were well thought of. DARNAND then
heard that the British were looking for him. He returned to Tirane p Aid,then
Ieftnagain.n withjAd-ilbertoni, priest at Madonna de Tirane who had ministered
to the Milice and had volunteered to hide him, their commandant at the house of
his sister Signora Filloni, 	 	  It is fairly certain that he (the lather)
was persuaded on religious, anti-communist and sympathetic grounds to harbour
DARNAND without realising fully whom he WAS. DARNAND remained with Signora
Filloni until arrested in her house by the FSS on the night of dune 25th, 45.
DARNAND refused to give any information about members of the Militia who may
still be at liberty in Norhern Italy. he states that, when news of his capture
becomes known they will quickly surrender, and that they will not in any case
be carrying on political activity in Italy as they have no interest there.
He did however reveal that nomey belongs to the Militia is still hidden some-
where in the Tirano region deposited with an individual who is not to surrender
it until he receives a pass word known only to DARNAND, 	  DARNAND declares
that he will give the pass word to the French authorities in due course but
refused to say Imre at the moment. When questioned concerning his intentions had he
not been captured, DARNAND affirmed that he had intended to lie low for a little
while longer and then make his way back to France, where it would have been
much eager for him to have remained hidden as still he has very many friends. (sic)
Once in ranee, he would have attempted to Regroup friends and exmembers of the
Militai to carry on the fight against 6ommuniam and against the corrupt form of
democracy whichp_he_maintains, has always prevailed in 7rance. It a laser date,
he would then have declared his presence to the French inthorities and faced his trial.
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Now that he is caught, he knows that he will be condemned to death. But
he dedlares that the work of regrouping elements of the Militia has already
begun, 	  and that only a week ago he was able to communicate
with CardinaSh d, who is willing to launch anwappeal of this nature and
that he DARNAND Itad other supporters in Vatican ircles notably a certain
Cardinal(?) Gay, a Jesuit abbot Bourdet and his cousin, Cardinal DARNAND.

DARNAND is teing kept under strong guard in a special questura prison in
Bergano he will be taken to Milan tomgrrow (27 June 45) together with a number
of speeches anelettere to important l ichy personages which were in his
possession when 'captured. The latter will be handed over with the prisoners
to 427 F.S.S.
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